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The events of 2020 have demonstrated the power of disinformation and its effect on the public’s perceptions. New
technologies, such as the broad adoption and availability of artiﬁcial intelligence, will continue to blur the lines
between what is real and what is fake.
Instant access to global platforms has resulted in a proliferation of conspiracy theories, disinformation, fake
news, digital scams, and a host of other problems.

Misinformation is not a new phenomenon
in our world but in the past, its
geographical spread was limited. Today
dissemination of false information
through social and digital media can
spread across the world almost instantly,
often creating massive destruction to
national, commercial or private assets.
Sophisticated scam artists and other
nefarious actors are often involved in
creating disinformation to create
uncertainty and distraction which can
adversely affect defense, security, banking,
commerce, and other institutions. How
can CEOs, CTOs, CFOs, corporate
governance and risk evaluators, ﬁnancial
professionals, and security teams protect
their assets in this new world?

Why now?
The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the digital transformation in a profound and irrevocable way, with
entire populations forced to stay home and connect primarily through the digital realm. Many online
platforms have reported increases in their user base from 50 -70% compared to previous years.
Given these statistics, it’s not surprising that CEOs and other government and corporate heads are
concerned about the spread of disinformation and its damaging proliferation. We felt this most acutely
with COVID-19 news and treatment; global anti-vax propaganda; and attempted election manipulation.
Advancement in digital technologies and the rapid development of artiﬁcial intelligence has signiﬁcantly
increased the spread of disinformation, especially by state-funded players. As sophisticated technology
continues to become more readily available, we will continue to see an increase in this trend and the
negative impact globally on both corporations and governments.
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This 2-day online conference - GLOBAL DISINFO SUMMIT - brings together leading academic scientists,
defense, law and order, researchers and research scholars to exchange and share their experiences, research
results, and counter measures to combat all aspects of Fake News, Social Media Manipulation and
Misinformation. We will focus on ways and other technologies can counter disinformation while showcasing
various methods and techniques to manage this menace.

Theme
Defense

Intelligence
& police

Energy

Government

Technology
(AI)

Media

Finance

Corporate
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Who should attend
C-Suite executives concerned about asset protection and
reputational damage including:
CEOs, CTOs, CIOs, CFOs, CMOs.
• Defense and law and order professionals
• Social and digital media researchers
• Corporate Governance, Compliance & Risk Specialists
• Brand owners, family and small business owners
• Government sector media, communication and social media
practitioners
• Media professionals with radio, TV, online or video/ﬁlm
experience
• Media students, academics and researchers

Top 10 reasons why you should attend
01

06

Understand how to detect disinfo campaigns

Create a viable strategy to counter bad actors
who create fake news against your brand

02

07

Prepare for the eventuality of a targeted attack
against corporate or government assets

Protect your reputation through implementation
of pro-active digital security principles

03

08

Gain awareness of how AI and other tech tools
can mitigate disinformation

Save money by avoiding deep fake scams

04

09

Network with regional and global experts

Learn how to protect your company’s assets

05

10

Improve your analysis and detection
capabilities

Share the knowledge from GDS to protect
colleagues and family members
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Conference day one
Wednesday, 18 August 2021 - GMT+4 HRS

Global Disinfo Summit

12:00 pm Welcome and registration
1:10 pm

Opening keynote and chief guest remarks
Importance of a national action plan for mitigating and combating disinformation
H.E. Mohammed Hamed Al Kuwaiti, Head of Cybersecurity, UAE Government
Hassan Al Noon, Director, Multiverse Innovation

1:25 pm

Keynote address: Best practices for protecting organisations against disinformation
Dr. Ahmed Saif Al Ketbi, Chief Information and Security Ofﬁcer, Dubai Electricity and Water Authority, UAE

1:45 pm

Keynote address: How does artiﬁcial intelligence create a new dimension to ﬁght against the disinformation threats?
Rand Waltzman, Senior Information Scientist, RAND Corporation

2:00 pm

Panel discussion: Roles and responsibilities of digital platforms to keep online users safe and action to counter
illegal content and activity
With the increasing centrality of digital platforms in information sharing, it is now ever easier to personalize and then amplify digital
content to maximize its impact. Malicious actors have extensively exploited this conduit to weaponize information and develop
increasingly sophisticated tools for manipulating public opinions.

Panelists:

Elizabeth Linder, Founder and Chief Diplomatic Ofﬁcer, Brooch Associates
Lyric Jain, Founder and CEO, Logically
Dr. Hoda Al Khzaimi, Director, Center of Cyber Security, New York University Abu Dhabi
Moderated by:

Jessy El Murr, Journalist, Media Expert and Host, Forbes Middle East
2:50 pm

Networking break

3:00 pm

Session theme: Strategy & policy
Keynote address 1: Overview on the strategies and data solutions to combat disinformation
Doowan Lee, Senior Technical Advisor, Institute for Security & Technology, CEO/Cofounder, VAST-OSINT

3:20 pm
3:40 pm

Keynote address 2: Setting up a counter strategy to manage and minimize impact of misinformation campaigns
Dr. Megha Kumar, Deputy Director of Analysis, Oxford Analytica
Interactive discussion with Doowan Lee and Megha Kumar: Setting up a viable counter strategy to combat
disinformation with Mr. Hassan Al Noon

4:00 pm

Networking break

4:20 pm

Session theme: Impact of disinformation
Keynote address: Roles and responsibilities of digital platforms to keep online users safe and action to counter
illegal content and activity

Selim J. Eddé, Director & Head of Government Affairs & Public Policy, Google Middle East and North Africa
4:40 pm

Keynote address: Understanding the real impact of disinformation on business and government organizations
and on our daily lives
Elizabeth Linder, Founder and Chief Diplomatic Ofﬁcer, Brooch Associates

5:00 pm

Conference chairman’s summary

5:10 pm

Workshop one - Techniques of inﬂuence and mass manipulation
This session will introduce and give an overview of techniques of inﬂuence and mass manipulation through the Information
Environment (IE). The goals of this session are to help course participants (1) understand the extent to which persistent computer
networks create threats for the security of social systems, (2) understand the use of information operations through the IE to inﬂuence,
misinform, manipulate and erode trust among targeted communities and within the public at large, and (3) introduce techniques to
ensure greater trust among members, inhibit susceptibility to false information, and enhance awareness of malicious third parties trying
to exert inﬂuence.

Rand Waltzman, Senior Information Scientist, RAND Corporation
7:00 pm

End of day one
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Conference day two

Global Disinfo Summit

Thursday, 19 August 2021 - GMT+4 HRS
12:00 pm

Welcome and registration

1:05 pm

Chairman’s remarks
Hassan Al Noon, Director, Multiverse Innovations
Session theme: Protecting commercial assets from disinformation

1:10 pm

Keynote address: Commercial asset protection in the rapidly evolving age of disinformation.
Ken Gamble, Investigations, Intelligence & Recovery Fraud and Cybercrime Specialist

1:30 pm

Keynote address: How disinformation and misinformation impact your brands? What can be done about it?
Dan Brahmy, Co-founder and CEO, Cyabra

1:50 pm

Keynote address: Future of disinformation
Dr. Hoda Al Khzaimi, Director, Center of Cyber Security, New York University Abu Dhabi

2:10 pm

The impact of disinformation campaigns and hacktivism on executive leadership and successful strategies to
protect individuals

Lindsay Whyte, Regional Intelligence Director, Constella Intelligence
2:25 pm

Interactive Discussion with Ken Gamble, Dan Brahmy, Lindsay Whyte and Hoda Al Khzaimi: Asset
Protection in the Rapidly Evolving age of Disinformation led by Mr. Hassan Al Noon

3:00 pm

Networking break
Session theme: Public private partnership toward combating disinformation

3:20 pm

Keynote address 1: Countering extremist misinformation campaigns
Christina Nemr, Director, Park Advisors

3:40 pm

Keynote address 2: How academic and research institutions can support and counter disinformation
Dr. Petros Violakis, Assistant Professor, Homeland Security Program, Rabdan Academy

4:00 pm

Questions and answers with Dr. Petros Violakis, Christina Nemr and Jessy El Murr

4:15 pm

Workshop two and demo: Fake Anything, be anyone with Deep Learning
How can you be anybody in Zoomspace? Very recent developments in deep-learning allow creating synthetic media
of unprecedented quality and ease. The ﬁrst-order-motion-model can do facial reenactment in real-time, provided with
only a single image of your desired avatar. This came not a moment too soon, as Human communication was forced
to move online due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Can this be an opportunity to fulﬁll the long promised cybernetic
utopia, where we could shed our physical shells and become however we wish to be? And how does this pertain to
issues of privacy, identity and trust? I will review the contemporary technologies and show how I use them in my
artistic and activist practices. I will demo the ﬁrst available purely online solution for live real-time avatars from the
webcam. try it here: j.mp/cam2head

Dr. Eyal Gruss, Machine Learning Researcher, Consultant and New Media Artist
6:00 pm

End of the conference
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Conference speakers
H.E. Dr. Mohamed Hamad Al Kuwaiti
Head of Cyber Security
United Arab Emirates Government

Dr. Al Kuwaiti is currently holding the position of the Managing Directorof the National Data Centre under the Supreme
Council for National Security. He is also working as Assistant Professor (Adjunct) of Homeland Security Program at Rabdan
Academy. In his current role Dr. Al Kuwaiti aims to create a fully governed approach to data privacy, sharing and
processing as well as the uniﬁcation and connectivity of government systems and digitization towards a smart
government.
His interests are consulting on detecting, monitoring and responding to cyber warfare, Network Forensics, Corporate
Governance & Process, and national cyber policy. He is an honorable member of Society of Engineers - UAE, IEEE
Society, Golden Key National HonorSociety and Computer Society. He is a visiting lecturer on Cyber Security at few
universities such as Khalifa University and National Defense College in Abu Dhabi.

Rand Waltzman
Senior Information Scientist
RAND Corporation

Dr. Waltzman has 35 years of experience performing and managing research in Artiﬁcial Intelligence applied to domains
including social media and cognitive security in the information environment. He is currently Deputy Chief Technology
Ofﬁcer and a Senior Information Scientist at the RAND Corporation in Santa Monica, CA. Prior to joining RAND, he was
the acting Chief Technology Ofﬁcer of the Software Engineering Institute (Washington, DC) of Carnegie Mellon University.
Before that he did a ﬁve-year tour as a Program Manager in the Information Innovation Ofﬁce of the Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) where he created and managed the Social Media in Strategic Communications
(SMISC) program and the Anomaly Detection at Multiple Scales (ADAMS) insider threat detection program. Dr. Waltzman
joined DARPA from Lockheed Martin Advanced Technology Laboratories (LM-ATL), where he served as Chief Scientist for
the Applied Sciences Laboratory that specializes in advanced software techniques and the computational physics of
materials. Prior to LM-ATL he was an Associate Professor in the Department of Computer Science at the Royal Institute of
Technology in Stockholm, Sweden, where he taught and performed research in applications of Artiﬁcial Intelligence
technology to a variety of problem areas including digital entertainment, automated reasoning and decision support and
cyber threat detection. He has also held research positions at the University of Maryland, Teknowledge Corporation (the
ﬁrst commercial Artiﬁcial Intelligence company in the world where he started in 1983), and the Applied Physics Laboratory
of the University of Washington. Dr. Waltzman serves as Advisory Board Member of GLOBSEC HADES initiative.

Elizabeth Linder
Founder and Chief Diplomatic Ofﬁcer
Brooch Associates

Founder of global policy advisory ﬁrm Brooch Associates (2020 -); Co-Chair, St. James's Roundtable, Chatham House
(2017-); Chair, Kinross House Meetings (2016-).
Formerly: Executive Director, Beautiful Destinations (2018 - 2020); Facebook's ﬁrst 'secretary of state' and founder of the
Politics and Government division (2008-16); Google/YouTube Global Communications and Public Affairs (2007-08);
Princeton University (2003 - 2007). California native; London resident.
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Selim J. Eddé
Director & Head of Government Affairs & Public Policy
Google Middle East and North Africa

Selim Eddé develops and leads public policy campaigns across the full range of policy areas that impact Google and the
web. Key issues include technology innovation, economic development and intellectual property.
A passionate public policy leader, Selim is a thought leader on building innovation programs with governments and has a
particular expertise in labor markets, entrepreneurship and job creation initiatives.
Selim advised governments in MENA and Africa, providing strategic programs and was previously the Vice President of
Government Affairs at SAP, setting strategy, devising and implementing plans in Government Relations at SAP MENA.
Formerly, Selim was the Country Development Ofﬁcer at Cisco, and Senior Regional Lead at Hewlett-Packard and IBM.
A frequent speaker at regional and international events, with appearances in the specialised media, Selim graduated from
Imperial College-London with a masters degree in management sciences. He is married, has two adult children and lives
in Dubai.

Doowan Lee
Senior Technical Advisor, Institute for Security & Technology
CEO/Cofounder, VAST-OSINT

Doowan Lee is a senior advisor to the Institute for Security and Technology (IST) and adjunct professor of politics at the
University of San Francisco. He leverages emerging AI technologies to empower open society and support national
security. He is a national security expert specializing in disinformation analysis and great power competition in the
information environment. Before joining IST, he taught at the Naval Postgraduate School for more than eleven years as a
faculty member and principal investigator. There he developed and executed operational and communications
technology projects with federal R&D agencies to support the US government’s efforts to combat violent extremist
networks and authoritarian regimes. In particular, he has closely worked with the US special operations community to
support overseas operations. Central to this work is a focus on how the CCP and the Kremlin exploit social media and
emerging technologies to threaten other countries' national security.

Dr. Ahmed Saif Al Ketbi
Chief Information and Security Ofﬁcer
Dubai Electricity and Water Authority, UAE

Dr. Ahmed Al Ketbi is the Chief Information Security Ofﬁcer of Dubai Electricity and Water Authority, in which he leads
and drives many innovative information security projects and initiatives, and he plays a key role in the enterprise Digital
Transformation initiatives. Dr. Al Ketbi also the Chief Information Security Ofﬁcer of MORO Hub, where he is leading the
Cyber Security practice.
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Dr. Hoda Al Khzaimi
Director, Center of Cyber Security
New York University, Abu Dhabi

Hoda A. Al Khzaimi is currently a research assistant professor at New York University Abu Dhabi and the Director of
Center of Cyber Security in New York University Abu Dhabi. She served in different posts for research and development
in Cyber Security and Cryptology for the past years. She headed the Department of Research and Development for
Cyber Security and Cryptology in different national initiatives in the United Arab Emirates along with her associations to
different security initiatives nationally and internationally.
Alkhzaimi has a speciﬁc expertise in Cryptology; cryptanalysis, constructing and validating security hardware and software
components, constructing trusted security architectures for different environments in different products for the respective
industries.
Hoda A. Alkhzaimi obtained her PhD in Cryptanalysis from Denmark Technical University. Her current research interests
include Space, Aerospace, and UAV security, constructing and analyzing cryptographic primitives, validating and
investigating links between different cryptanalytic approaches, and utilizing cryptographic primitives in different
cybersecurity architectures as in Internet and Things of big data analysis among others.

Dan Brahmy
Co-founder and CEO
Cyabra

Completed his B.A in Business Administration & Marketing from the International School of IDC Herzliya, Dan has worked
with various global ogranizations, including:
• Former Senior Strategy Consultant at Deloitte Digital
• Former Co-Founder, VP Business Development at a Parking Solution startup called “Spark”
• Former SMB Sales at Google (at European HQ)

Ken Gamble
Investigations, Intelligence & Recovery
Fraud and Cybercrime Specialist

Ken is the executive director and chairman of international private intelligence and cyber investigations ﬁrm, IFW Global
(IFW) headquartered in Sydney, Australia, with offshore bases in various countries including the USA. IFW investigates
complex cybercrimes and large-scale ﬁnancial fraud across the world.
Ken and his team work closely with law enforcement, regulatory agencies and anti-corruption bodies to gather intelligence
and uncover transnational criminal syndicates engaged in largescale cross border fraud and international money laundering.
Ken also coordinates asset recovery operations on behalf of victims of serious fraud, using an extensive global network of
intelligence and legal resources combined with state-of-the-art tracking technology.
Ken is a front-line investigator with extensive qualiﬁcations and experience in investigation, intelligence, surveillance, asset
recovery, and security risk consulting, developed over a 32-year career. Ken has consulted to, and presented on, an array of
cybercrime topics to various foreign governments and law enforcement agencies including Interpol.
Ken has received three law enforcement awards from the Philippine National Police, Anti-Cybercrime Group, since its
inception in 2013 for his groundbreaking work on exposing cybercrime groups in the Philippines. Ken appears regularly in
international news and television media, mostly for his work on uncovering and exposing cyber fraudsters.
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Peter Naftaliev
AI Entrepreneur lecturer and consultant
2d3d.ai

Peter has been into neural networks since he was 17. He founded a start-up for automatic lip reading from video and has
been a passionate Machine Learning Consultant for more than 4 years.
He is currently running a team of top talented software development and artiﬁcial intelligence for consulting and projects
at Abelians -- a boutique AI consulting company consisting of a selected few top talents with vast and proven experience
with Deep Learning projects and Business Development. Companies who work with us enjoy speciﬁc tailor-made
solutions that give them an edge over the market. Faster results, easier operations and fewer mistakes in their processes
are the main beneﬁts for our clients.

Hassan Al Noon
Managing Director
Multiverse Innovation

Hassan Al Noon began his career in digital security nearly 20 years ago. His expertise spans the ﬁelds of Artiﬁcial
Intelligence, Robotics, and Digital Security, all of which have led him to be named as one of the UAE’s ofﬁcial Artiﬁcial
Intelligence and Robotics experts in 2020.
His deep knowledge of multiple digital security solutions and technologies gives him a distinctive expertise on global
threats to cyber security. Early in his career, he led a team of researchers focused on cutting-edge digital security and
cryptographic needs of the defense industry. He has also lent his knowledge and expertise to other agencies in the UAE to
help protect their companies from cyber threats while enhancing their cybersecurity architecture.
Hassan is extremely passionate about the signiﬁcant role technology plays and will exponentially continue to play in the
evolution of humanity. Through his business, Multiverse Innovation Consultancy, he brings his extensive digital security
experience and researcher mindset to various entities across the UAE to secure their digital transformation journey. His
proﬁciency in Artiﬁcial Intelligence and Blockchain ensure that the latest technologies are efﬁciently adapted into the
organizations he advises. Furthermore, his extensive global network of experts in this ﬁeld allows him to offer his clients
expertise across multiple platforms and countries.
Hassan holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science from the United States, Illinois Institute of Technology. He
received his Master’s Degree in Cryptology and Coding of Information at France’s National School of Computer Science
and Applied Mathematics of Grenoble.

Megha Kumar
Deputy Director of Analysis
Oxford Analytica

Megha is the ﬁrm’s Senior International Political Risk Analyst, focusing on global macro risks and opportunities for
corporate and public-sector clients, especially with regard to cybersecurity, disruptive technologies, Industry 4.0 and
emerging markets.
Previously, she led our Asia analysis, specialising in South Asia, Indonesia and Thailand, and provided multi-year global
security assessments for multinational corporations as well as advising on the regulatory outlook in developing Asian
countries. Megha has extensive expertise in the political economy of India, in particular.
She previously worked as a journalist in Delhi. Her broadcast appearances include outlets such as the BBC and NDTV, and
she has been interviewed by Time Magazine, Times of India, The Hindu and Indian Express.
Megha's book Communalism and Sexual Violence in India: The Politics of Gender, Ethnicity and Conﬂict was published by
I.B. Tauris in June 2016 and by Tulika Books (under a slightly different title) in 2017.
Before joining Oxford Analytica in 2010, Megha taught history at the University of Oxford and held the prestigious Past
and Present Research Fellowship at the University of London. She holds a DPhil and an MSt from the University of Oxford,
where she was a Rhodes Scholar, and a BA from the University of Delhi.
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Dr. Petros Violakis
Assistant Professor, Homeland Security Program
Rabdan Academy

Dr. Petros Violakis is an Assistant Professor at the Rabdan Academy (UAE), Research Partner at the Jean Monnet Center
of Excellence of National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and Research partner of Intelligence & Cyber Security Lab
and of Strategic Communications and Mass Media Lab of Piraeus University (Greece). He holds a PhD degree in Politics
from Exeter University (UK). His research is published (2020) as a chapter titled “NATO-EU Relations: Is a greater EU selfdefense autonomy, possible and useful?” in “Defence Integration of the European Union”, Hellenic Institute for Strategic
Studies (HELISS) and (2018) as an academic book (monograph), entitled “Europeanisation and the Transformation of EU
Security Policy: Post-Cold War Developments in the Common Security and Defence Policy” by Routledge. He has also
published extensively in the areas of Fake News, EU Defence Policy, the Libyan Crisis, Turkey’s Neo-Ottoman Identity etc.

Christina Nemr
Director
Park Advisors

Christina Nemr is Director at Park Advisors, managing projects at the intersection of disinformation and countering violent
extremism (CVE). Christina has worked on CVE policy and programming for the past ten years in collaboration with
governments, civil society, academia, and the private sector, with increasing focus on the dissemination of information and
how it inﬂuences attitudes and behaviors. She spent ﬁve years as a CVE advisor with the Bureau of Counterterrorism at
the U.S. Department of State where she was a founding member of the CVE program, working to develop strategy,
policy, and programming.

Jessy El Murr
Journalist, Media Expert and Host
Forbes Middle East

Jessy El Murr is a certiﬁed media trainer and a multilingual digital journalist who spent over 18 years writing and
presenting political, military and digital news stories for international news outlets and currently hosts ‘Stay Online’ a
weekly digital tech show on Forbes Middle East
A seasoned ﬁeld journalist and former BBC and Sky News Arabia correspondent, El Murr has recently acquired several
media consulting and training projects for government and private entities across GCC countries including the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, The United Arab Emirates and the State of Kuwait.
In 2019, El Murr led the digital production team for a conﬁdential government project under the auspices of the Ministry
of Defense in Saudi Arabia. In her capacity as the head of digital media department, she was entrusted with leading the
production of digital campaigns related to counterterrorism and combating youth extremism.
El Murr holds a Master’s degree in Integrated Journalism from Emerson College in Boston, MA and a Bachelor’s degree
in Psychology from the American University of Beirut.
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Lyric Jain
Founder and CEO
Logically

Lyric is an entrepreneur and engineer who founded Logically in 2017, after observing the breakdown in public discourse
during the 2016 US presidential election, and the Brexit referendum in the UK. He ﬁrst began identifying opportunities for
early interventions during his time at MIT, and is motivated by the impact Logically can deliver through human-machine
collaborations to mitigate risks posed by information disorder. Logically now works with governments, businesses and
platforms around the world to uncover and address harmful misinformation and deliberate disinformation. Lyric was
named Enterprise CXO Leader of the Year in the CogX Awards 2021, as well as being named by Ozy as one of the 100
people who deﬁned 2020, and being announced as an honouree in the 2020 Forbes 30 Under 30 Europe list in the Social
Entrepreneurs category. In 2021, Logically was named one of the world’s most innovative artiﬁcial intelligence companies
by Fast Company and awarded the Rising Star in Tech award at the CogX Awards.

Dr. Eyal Gruss
Machine Learning Researcher,
Consultant and New Media Artist

Dr. Eyal Gruss is a machine learning researcher, consultant and teacher, working mainly in image and language processing.
Eyal has a diverse industry background, including medical, ﬁnancial, cyber, sensors, ads, web, real-estate and creative.
Eyal holds a PhD in physics, and is a Talpiyot graduate. He is a mentor for Google Launchpad and gave ~150 talks,
workshops and tutorials on machine learning or computational creativity to both professionals and the general public.
Eyal is also a failed entrepreneur, and a guerrilla social activist. Eyal is a poet and a new-media artist, creating interactive
installations, computer generated art, algorithmic poetry, audio-visual performances, AI art online interventions. Eyal also
runs a new-media opportunities newsletter and hosts mini-residency for new-media artists interested in AI.

Lindsay Whyte
Regional Director
Constella Intelligence

Lindsay Whyte is an ex-military intelligence operative and now regional director at Constella. He was on the founding
teams at cybersecurity startup CybSafe and Yapily, and consults on investigative techniques, open-source information and
the Dark Web.
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Inﬂuence and Mass Manipulation
WORKSHOP

We are pleased to present you with a in depth
workshop titled “Techniques of inﬂuence and mass
manipulation” aimed for professionals across all
sectors who are looking to be proﬁcient in security and
communication strategies to protect your organization
from news propaganda. Led by renowned
disinformation expert Rand Waltzmann who has
curated this interactive and in-depth course from
decades of experience working for top security
agencies such as DARPA and Rand gives participants
an opportunity to upgrade career proﬁles with credible
skills in counter strategies and techniques to combat
disinformation. Upon successful completion of this
course, participants can pursue roles related to
artiﬁcial intelligence, cyber security, external
communications, brand management, analytics and
research and more.

Course summary:
10 weekly sessions each addressing one
core Disinformation topic

Offered via

Led by: Rand Waltzmann

First session: Delivered on 18 August 2021
16 seats only - ﬁrst come ﬁrst serve basis

Course fee:
USD 1500 if registering before 15 July 2021
USD 2000 if registering after 15 July 2021

www.globaldisinfosummit.com

About the workshop trainer:

Rand Waltzman
Senior Information Scientist
RAND Corporation

Dr. Waltzman has 35 years of experience performing
and managing research in Artiﬁcial Intelligence applied
to domains including social media and cognitive
security in the information environment. He is currently
Deputy Chief Technology Ofﬁcer and a Senior
Information Scientist at the RAND Corporation in Santa
Monica, CA. Prior to joining RAND, he was the acting
Chief Technology Ofﬁcer of the Software Engineering
Institute (Washington, DC) of Carnegie Mellon
University. Before that he did a ﬁve-year tour as a
Program Manager in the Information Innovation Ofﬁce
of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA) where he created and managed the Social
Media in Strategic Communications (SMISC) program
and the Anomaly Detection at Multiple Scales
(ADAMS) insider threat detection program.
Dr. Waltzman joined DARPA from Lockheed Martin
Advanced Technology Laboratories (LM-ATL), where he
served as Chief Scientist for the Applied Sciences
Laboratory that specializes in advanced software
techniques and the computational physics of materials.
Prior to LM-ATL he was an Associate Professor in the
Department of Computer Science at the Royal Institute
of Technology in Stockholm, Sweden, where he taught
and performed research in applications of Artiﬁcial
Intelligence technology to a variety of problem areas
including digital entertainment, automated reasoning
and decision support and cyber threat detection. He
has also held research positions at the University of
Maryland, Teknowledge Corporation (the ﬁrst
commercial Artiﬁcial Intelligence company in the world
where he started in 1983), and the Applied Physics
Laboratory of the University of Washington. Dr.
Waltzman serves as Advisory Board Member of
GLOBSEC HADES initiative.
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Workshop agenda:
Session 1: Introduction and overview

Session 4: Forgeries

Wednesday, 18 August 2021 | 5:00PM - 7:00PM (GMT+4)

Thursday, 9 September 2021 | 6:00PM - 8:00PM (GMT+4)

This session will introduce and give an overview of
techniques of inﬂuence and mass manipulation through
the Information Environment (IE). The goals of this
session are to help course participants (1) understand the
extent to which persistent computer networks create
threats for the security of social systems, (2) understand
the use of information operations through the IE to
inﬂuence, misinform, manipulate and erode trust among
targeted communities and within the public at large, and
(3) introduce techniques to ensure greater trust among
members, inhibit susceptibility to false information, and
enhance awareness of malicious third parties trying to
exert inﬂuence.

In this session we will discuss the nature and use of
forgeries in the IE. Forgeries are an important part of the
tool kit of propaganda, disinformation and manipulation
and have probably been so since the beginning of
history. Forgeries have evolved over time to match
developments in technology available to produce them
as well as the means available to incorporate them into
various manipulation schemes. The modern digital
information environment has presented many new
opportunities for the creation and application of
forgeries.

Session 2: Propaganda

Session 5: Cognitive science

Thursday, 26 August 2021 | 6:00PM - 8:00PM (GMT+4)

Thursday, 16 September 2021 | 6:00PM - 8:00PM (GMT+4)

This session will introduce the notion of propaganda and
cover some of its basic premises and techniques.
Propaganda is a type of one way communication used to
inﬂuence an audience. It is not designed to engage the
audience in a conversation. It is a form of psychological
manipulation that should serve a persuasive purpose,
have a sizeable target audience, promote a speciﬁc
group’s agenda, and be based on faulty reasoning or
emotional appeal. In this session we will discuss a
number of tried-and-true techniques for creating
propaganda that can be applied either individually or in
combination.

Cognitive Science is a large and rapidly developing ﬁeld.
In this chapter we will cover some basic principles of
Cognitive Science that are particularly applicable to
creating and executing inﬂuence operations and
especially support deception and disinformation.

Session 3: Rumors

Session 6: Deception

Thursday, 2 September 2021 | 6:00PM - 8:00PM (GMT+4)

Thursday, 23 September 2021 | 6:00PM - 8:00PM (GMT+4)

In this session we will discuss the structure and function
of rumors. Rumors are a means of communicating
information with the goal of inﬂuencing the opinions,
attitudes, and behavior of a speciﬁc group in a way that
beneﬁts the originator of the rumor. The information
does not need to be true. It only needs to be plausible.
Rumors thrive in periods of social stress and uncertainty
and can be used to destroy public morale and
conﬁdence in authorities. The emotional needs most
frequently served by rumors are wish, fear (e.g., to
induce panic) and hostility (e.g., to drive a wedge
between groups/allies).

In this session we will discuss basic concepts of
deception and their application to creating and
executing inﬂuence campaigns. We will cover subtleties
of basic concepts. Deception is any attempt by words or
actions intended to distort a target’s perception of
reality. The ideal deception makes the target certain but
wrong. A lie is any statement made with the intent to
deceive. There are no claims about the moral or factual
nature of the statement. Even truth can sometimes be
the best lie. These deﬁnitions avoid confusion with mere
misinformation, incomplete information, or the truth
value of statements.
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Session 7: Con artistry

Session 9: Conspiracy theories

Thursday, 30 September 2021 | 6:00PM - 8:00PM (GMT+4)

Thursday, 14 October 2021 | 6:00PM - 8:00PM (GMT+4)

In this session we will cover basic techniques and
applications of con artistry in the IE. We will consider the
art of the con as close in, one on one type of deception
operation designed to emotionally manipulate a target
to take some action to the advantage of the con artist
and against his own interest. The con is well suited to
modern times. It thrives in times of transition and rapid
change that breed uncertainty and presents the perfect
opportunity to exploit that feeling. The current
revolution in the IE is changing everything at once and
providing unprecedented opportunities for the con.

In this session we will discuss the formulation and
application of conspiracy theories. We will cover basic
principles for creating effective conspiracy theories. For
example, a good theory should appear to provide a
simple and emotionally appealing explanation for a
situation that is complex and confusing to your audience
even if upon close inspection it does not make sense.
The more desperate your target audience becomes to
uncover the hidden truth they have been convinced
must be there, the more difﬁcult it will be to dissuade
them from the self-destructive course that has been set
for them.

Session 8: Character assassination

Session 10: Machine driven manipulation

Thursday, 7 October 2021 | 6:00PM - 8:00PM (GMT+4)

In this session we will discuss the structure and
application of character assassination. The primary aim of
a character attack is to inﬂuence the way others perceive
the target in a negative way. This can be achieved by
attacking a target’s allegiance, trustworthiness, family
background, ethnicity, sexual behavior and any other
aspect of his or her personality. The modern information
environment offers possibilities for carrying out character
assassinations unlike any time before. However, to fully
exploit the range of possibilities supported by modern
technology, it is important to master the many
fundamental aspects of this type of activity that have
stood the test of time.

Thursday, 21 October 2021 | 6:00PM - 8:00PM (GMT+4)

In this session we will discuss the integration of Artiﬁcial
Intelligence technologies into Machine-Driven
Manipulation tools used to automate inﬂuence and
manipulation of target audiences in the IE. We will discuss
ways to tailor persuasive, distracting, or intimidating
messaging toward group or individual targets based on
their unique personalities and backgrounds. We will show
how to automate massive scale production of highly
personalized propaganda and weaponized narratives. We
will discuss ways to exploit the mass of online data and
easily available marketing databases to infer a target’s
personality, political preferences, religious afﬁliation,
demographic data, and interests.

To register for the workshop, visit
www.globaldisinfosummit.com
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Strategic partner:

Multiverse Innovation Consultants offers superior digital security and cryptography consultation speciﬁcally
designed for Deep Tech, Artiﬁcial Intelligence, and Robotics. The ﬁrm's background in Defense makes it
uniquely qualiﬁed to help government and private sector companies protect themselves in the rapidly
changing new world in which we live.
Multiverse’s proprietary process brings together globally-recognized experts to partner with internal
stakeholders. The company transforms its clients’ systems and infrastructure by transferring knowledge of
vulnerability detection, prevention, and protection.
info@multiverse.ae | www.multiverse.ae

Organizer:

Ejtemaat Events MENA LLC is a boutique events company with ofﬁces in Dubai UAE and Riyadh KSA
promoted by experienced industry veterans renowned for our quality, high caliber conferences, summits and
expos. The relationships we build last a lifetime ensuring that our team works with you all the way to create
legacy-driven event experiences to address today’s challenges and prepare for tomorrow’s opportunities. Our
calendar includes comprehensive and knowledge building B2B events across the GCC region in sectors such
as Education, Information Technology, Tourism, Finance, Trade and B2B Development, Logistics, and Human
Resources Development.
We also offer independent and expert event production services, event conception and design services and
critical insights to our strategic government and private companies as an expert PCO service provider.
Ejtemaat works closely with government institutions, professional associations and various industry
professionals to sustain and nurture businesses to success. Our partnerships with various government and
professional associations help to enhance an individual' professional development, network and build up on
their success and overall growth.
info@ejtemaat.com | www.ejtemaat.com

Get involved
Biju Saith
Project Director
E: biju@ejtemaat.com
M: +971 50 737 9850 | T: +971 4 554 1434

